 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
FIELD NOTEBOOK

Your notebook is your record of the work that you have conducted.

It is needed to record your field observations in a thorough and systematic manner.  

It will be used to recall information for future projects and reports.

You will not want to spend hours reading through a mass of continuous illegible text looking information, so....... 

By being neat and ordered, you make your notebook user friendly for yourself.


NOTEBOOK STYLE

Adopt a systematic approach

· 

At the beginning of each expedition, record your set-up conventions  e.g. strike and dip by right-hand-rule, whether compass has been adjusted for magnetic declination and what it is.
· 

Each new day, make sure you state the date and location. It is always a good idea to indicate the  weather conditions and your state of mind as this could help you identify any error that may become apparent at the end of a long stint of fieldwork.
· 

State your aims and objectives for the day.
· 

For each location visited, give a grid reference and a brief description to help you locate the place again if need be in the future.
· 

Separate each locality record from the next with a rule line. Draw a double line under the entries for each day
· 

Number the localities  sequentially, i.e. don’t start each day with a new number one.
· 

It is a good idea to order your text under subheadings.

· 

Keep your data and any relevant symbols (e.g. The colour you have assigned to a rock type if you are creating a map)  in a margin on the outside of each page. This will allow you to quickly find this data at a later date. It will  also help you notice any change in the orientation of bedding or structures as you proceed.
· 

For each locality, describe the geology comprehensively. BE GRAPHIC - use diagrams freely to do this. For sedimentary localities mini graphic logs are the BEST way to convey information.
· 

Set out your criteria for the lithostratigraphic  subdivisions established by you.
· 

Clearly state criteria used in mapping boundaries, e.g. a topographic feature, last appearance of a shale, etc.
· 

Quantify your descriptions wherever possible (bed thickness, grain size, % abundance of mineral components, fold wavelength and amplitude. Any estimate of size, thickness etc is better than no estimate. Avoid vague terms like big, large.
· 

Record positive information e.g. ‘black soils’, ‘pasture’, ‘marshy ground’ rather than ‘no exposure’.
